The conformational stability and solubility assay uses denaturation with increasing concentrations of guanidine hydrochloride (GdnHCl) followed by differential centrifugation and eanbles determination of the concentration that can dissolve half the insoluble abnormal isoform of host-encoded prion protein (PrP Sc ) aggregates present in a brain homogenate (GdnHCl 1/2 ).
Determination of the SAF84/P4 antibody ratio
The antibody ratio is the ratio of the chemiluminescence signal, produced by a given sample when determined separately with SAF84 and P4 monoclonal antibodies, relative to the SAF84/P4 ratio of the control scrapie. This ratio measure the cleavage of the N-terminal P4 epitope of PrP Sc , which occurs in sheep bovine spongiform encephalopathy but not in most scrapie cases. To obtain the relative SAF84/P4 ratio, we calculate the absolute ratio of SAF84/P4 http://www.defra.gov.uk/vla/science/docs/sci_tse_rl_handbookv4jan10.pdf).
